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scribes in Department of Veterans Af-
fairs medical centers, and for other 
purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VA PROCUREMENT EFFICIENCY 
AND TRANSPARENCY ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and passing the 
bill (H.R. 2006) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve the 
procurement practices of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
ROE) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROTECTING BUSINESS OPPORTU-
NITIES FOR VETERANS ACT OF 
2017 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and passing the 
bill (H.R. 2749) to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to improve the 
oversight of contracts awarded by the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to small 
business concerns owned and controlled 
by veterans, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
ROE) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ENSURING VETERAN ENTERPRISE 
PARTICIPATION IN STRATEGIC 
SOURCING ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and passing the 
bill (H.R. 2781) to direct the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs to certify the suffi-
cient participation of small business 
concerns owned and controlled and 
owned by veterans and small business 
concerns owned by veterans with serv-
ice-connected disabilities in contracts 
under the Federal Strategic Sourcing 
Initiative, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
ROE) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HAPPY 40TH ANNIVERSARY TO 
LOG CABIN REPUBLICANS 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to congratulate Log Cabin 
Republicans as it celebrates 40 years of 
advocating and advancing equality and 
justice for LGBT Americans. Formed 
by a small group of LGBT conserv-
atives in California, Log Cabin Repub-
licans emerged to defeat what is known 
as the Briggs Initiative, a measure pro-
hibiting gay teachers from teaching in 
public schools. 

This measure was rejected, thanks to 
the tireless work of this organization 
and President Reagan with his forceful 
opposition to the discriminatory pol-
icy. 

Since then, Log Cabin Republicans 
have expanded their presence and cre-
ated over 50 chapters across our great 
Nation, including in my hometown of 
Miami. Together we have won many 
great victories and have taken a his-
toric stride toward equality with the 
repeal of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell, and the 
legalization of marriage equality. 

Mr. Speaker, as a proud ally of the 
LGBT community, I commend Log 
Cabin Republicans for advancing our 
principles of limited government, indi-
vidual freedoms, and personal responsi-
bility to create a more inclusive party 
that ensures fairness and equality for 
all Americans. 

Happy 40th to LCR. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE 27TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in recognition of the 27th anniversary 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
which was signed into law on July 26, 
1990. 

This landmark, bipartisan civil 
rights legislation enables people with 
disabilities, including me, to experi-
ence more inclusive and fulfilling lives. 

The prohibition of discrimination on 
the basis of a disability has helped to 
promote equal opportunity, full par-
ticipation, independent living, and eco-
nomic self-sufficiency. 

Mr. Speaker, it is true that we have 
made incredible progress since 1990, but 
we still have work ahead. Too many 
people with disabilities still lack ac-

cess to affordable housing, public 
transportation, education, healthcare, 
and employment. Full access and in-
clusion remains a fundamental aspira-
tion, but it is not yet a reality. 

Mr. Speaker, we must remain vigi-
lant in defending the intent of the ADA 
so that future generations can live in 
an inclusive, accessible world, where 
the unique talents and abilities of indi-
viduals with disabilities are innately 
recognized. 

f 

REMEMBERING KATE FRONEK 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember Kate Fronek, an ex-
traordinary 13-year-old from Eden 
Prairie who just passed away this last 
week. 

Kate was an active girl who played 
hockey, lacrosse, and soccer through-
out our Eden Prairie community. She 
attended Central Middle School, and 
people often noted her love for music. 

This past February, Kate was diag-
nosed with acute myeloid leukemia. In 
the following months, she underwent 
multiple rounds of chemotherapy and a 
bone marrow transplant. Amid these 
challenges, Kate was brave and spir-
ited, and friends and family remember 
her positively and, above all, her warm 
smile. 

But over the weekend, in memory of 
Kate, neighbors and friends began put-
ting orange balloons outside their 
homes, on the streets, and the bridges 
as a part of a tribute. Driving around 
Eden Prairie and seeing the streets 
lined with these balloons to honor her 
memory shows that she clearly 
touched very many lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I wanted to extend my 
thoughts and prayers to the Fronek 
family. She will be missed, but her 
spirit will not be forgotten. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL PARDONS SHOULD 
BE TRANSPARENT 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, last week, The Washington Post re-
ported that President Trump was con-
sidering pardoning his aides, his rel-
atives, and even himself. Any of these 
actions would disrupt the investigation 
of Special Counsel Mueller. 

Beyond simply pardoning those con-
victed of crimes, the President has the 
power to grant a pardon before charges 
are even brought, as President Ford’s 
pardon of President Nixon dem-
onstrated. 

There is no requirement that Presi-
dential pardons be publicly announced, 
meaning that President Trump could 
grant pardons in secret to prevent his 
associates from cooperating with the 
special counsel. That is why I am in-
troducing the ‘‘Presidential Pardon 
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